
The event was convened in the Tahir Hall at Baitul Futuh and

was graced with the presence of Hadhrat Amir-ul-Momineen

Khalifatul Masih V. 

Formal proceedings began just after 6.30pm with a

recitation of the Holy Qur’an by Mr Mbaye. The verses, from

Chapter 39 verses 13-14, were translated by Mr Jamil

Mwanje. The chairman of the Pan African Association, Mr

Issa Wemah then welcomed the guests and gave a brief

background to the Association that had been established by

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him)

over 25 years ago. 

From the guests, the first main speaker was his Excellency

the Ambassador of Liberia Mr Wesley Momo Johnson. Mr

Johnson pointed out that his nation was conceived as an

independent nation, and the first such nation of Africa, 164

years ago back in 1847. Since then, he argued Liberia had

had the good fortune to assist in the independence of all

African nations subsequently. Democracy, he contended had

to reflect the culture and traditions of the society in which it

operated and could not be simply transplanted from one

country to another. Moving on and citing the example of his

own country’s experience, he said that it was formed with

the transportation of former slaves in the US to a land that

already had an indigenous population. The result was that

these former slaves began to exploit the indigenous

population in much the same way as they themselves had

been in America. True democracy had to operate in an

environment where people treated each other as they

wished others to treat them. He added that unless you fear

God, you cannot treat your fellow man well. He referred to

the Holy Qur’an in his address. He said that each time he had

come to Baitul Futuh, he felt he was at home and happy and

concluded with the greeting ‘Assalamo alaikum’.

The next speaker was the Consular Minister for Welfare at

the High Commission of Ghana. His name was Mr Alhaji

Bawah Ayembillah. He began by congratulating the three

countries that were celebrating their golden jubilee of

independence and thanked the Jama’at for organising the

function. He pointed out that Ghana had gained its

independence from colonial rule on 6th March 1957 and was

one of the first nations of Africa to do so. At that time its

President Kwame Nkruma had said something that still rings

true today. This was that independence of Ghana itself has

no merit unless it is linked with the independence of the rest

of Africa, and independence of Africa has no merit unless it

unites. If it does, Mr Ayembillah added, then it can wake up

and we can go ahead in the world. So, although all African

countries can claim independence, the task they have has

yet to be completed if they are to realise their destiny. The

minister then cited the contributions made by the Jama’at

in Ghana and thanked it for doing so much – and like Oliver

Twist, the Minister said, we would like ‘some more’ and he

requested the Jama’at to continue to contribute to the nation

of Ghana as it has done so well in the past. 

His Excellency, Mr Edward Mohamed Turay, High

Commissioner of Sierra Leone was also present. During his

address he too expressed his gratitude to the Jama’at for its

services to his country. He said that the Jama’at had shown

true commitment to bettering the lives of the people of

Sierra Leone through its humanitarian projects for which he

and his people were very grateful.

Hadhrat Amri-ul-Momineen gave the key note address in

which he explained the advent of the Promsied Messiah

(peace be upon him) and its twin objectives of teaching us

of how best to form a relationship with God Almighty and

reminding us, as human beings, of our duties to each other.

He said if we are able to recognise our obligations to one

another correctly, it will enable us to cultivate true human

values and thereby to embrace and promote peace. Hudhur

also shed light on the systems of governance that exist in the

world and the teachings of Islam which emphasises the role

justice as being crucial in maintaining harmony in such

matters. He said that in countries where monarchies or

dictatorships existed, the rulers withheld most of the powers,

leading to restlessness and dissent within the society. On the

other hand, even though democratic countries claimed to

provide justice and equality, in many instances they were

failing to do so. Unfair polices were being implemented and

this too was leading to civil unrest.

Hudhur pointed out that according to the Promised
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PAN AFRICAN DINNER
By the Grace of Allah, the Pan African Association of

the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association UK held a dinner

marking the 50th anniversary of Independence of

Sierra Leone, Cameroon and Tanzania on Saturday

26th November 2011. 



The Ahmadiyya Bulletin   ■ November/December 2011 33

p
h

o
to

s 
b

y
 Y

u
su

f 
G

in
a

i

? I firmly believe that if the African countries and

people unite together and fulfil the requirements of

justice, then one day, Africa will emerge as a true

global power.

(Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V)
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Messiah, the teachings of Islam taught selflessness and not

selfishness. This is where each party should be willing to

compromise its own rights for the sake of the greater good.

It was this spirit of self sacrifice that had enabled members

of the Jama’at to contribute so generously for the benefit of

others and to those in Africa. Hudhur pointed out that such

service to Africa was not done for any worldly gain but

selflessly so and for the pleasure of God. It was with this spirit

that hospitals and schools had been opened in Africa

dispensing care, education and treatment free of charge to

those unable to pay and it was in this spirit that our

engineers were working in Africa in providing drinking water,

energy through solar panels, and other facilities to the poor. 

Hudhur said he had lived in Ghana for over 8 years and had

become familiar with the temperament of the African

people. In their nature there already existed a desire to serve

others which was intensified further among those that

embraced Ahmadiyyat.

Speaking about African Independence, Hudhur said said:

“It is my heartfelt prayer that the African people are

able to take full advantage and benefit from their

independence. All countries should keep in mind that

the leader of a country is the servant of that nation.

Whichever laws or regulations are in force should apply

just as much to the rich as to the poor. If this approach

is maintained, then, God Willing, the freedoms that you

have gained after long periods of colonial slavery, will

come to be everlasting. 

“I firmly believe that if the African countries and people

unite together and fulfil the requirements of justice,

then one day, Africa will emerge as a true global

power.”


