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The Pan-African Ahmadiyya Muslim Association
(PAAMA) UK, was established in 1986 under the
instructions of Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad,
Khalifatul Masih IV(ru).  Huzur Aqdas (aba) also
suggested the name Pan-African Ahmadiyya Muslim
Association and outlined its aims and objectives. 

The aims and objectives of the Association, which
comprise all Ahmadis of African origin resident in
the United Kingdom, is to facilitate and oversee the
educational, financial, moral and social welfare of its
members. Secondly, it was to search and reactivate
or bring back into the fold of Ahmadiyyat, those
Ahmadis who have become inactive or lost their
attachment to the Jama’at following their migration
to the UK – The Sleeping Lions. Another purpose for
the formation of PAAMA was to propagate the
message of Islam and Ahmadiyyat as well as to create
a platform where African Ahmadis could engage and

exchange ideas with the political and intellectual
elite of the African diaspora who have settled in the
UK as well as diplomats, with the view of finding a
common ground to enlighten the people of Africa
in religious and secular matters.

In 2013, a series of events and activities were
organised by PAAMA which include a Question and
answer session, a National Ta’lim and Tarbiyat
Forum and a farewell dinner for delegates from
Africa and other countries, who attended the 47th
UK Jalsa Salana. At the climax of annual events of
the organisation was the “Africa at 50” event to
celebrate the 50th independence anniversary of
some African countries, an event which has been
taking place since the last five years. We were
honoured to have Huzur Aqdus (aba) attend this
historical function
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AFRICA AT 50 EVENT
PAAMA organised the ‘Africa at 50’ event on 23 November 2013 to commemorate the 50th independence
anniversary of Algeria, Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda. High Commissioners and Ambassadors of these
countries as well as those of other African countries were invited to attend the event. We were most blessed
to have Huzur Aqdas (aba) in attendance at this event in which he gave a very inspiring address. Huzur
Aqdas (aba) said Islam places great emphasis on the independence of each nation and each people and
that, according to Islam, to free others from servitude and oppression is a great form of piety 

The High Commissioner of Uganda, Professor Joyce Kakuramatsi Kikafunda and her husband had the
blessing of enjoying the company of our beloved Huzur.  

The opposition leader of Ghana, Nana Akuffo Addo also attended. He had audience with Huzur Aqdas
(aba) before leaving the event. The event was well attended by PAAMA members who numbered about
150 from Mauritius, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Uganda, Morocco, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Togo and Nigeria.
The event was covered by VOX Africa TV network as well as MTA
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QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
A successful Q/A session was held on 11 May 2013
at Baitul Futuh attended by a number of guests
predominantly of Christian background and of West
Indian origin. The Chairman, the Vice Chairman
and seven other members of the West Indian Family
and Friends Association (W.I.F.F.A.) including men
and women were among the guests. Some non-
Ahmadi Muslim guests from Sierra Leone and
Ghana were also present. The session was chaired
by the President of PAAMA, Mr Issah Wemah.
Maulana Ataul Mujeeb, Imam of the London
Mosque answered the questions. Dr Sadar Hameed,
Secretary Tabligh UK also joined the session.

Questions asked covered a variety of topics,
including Islamic Jihad, Fatwa, the Islamic system
of purdah and proof of the truth of the Promised
Messiah(as). The whole event was filmed by MTA.
The guests were very satisfied with the answers they
received and two females from Ghana and Jamaica
expressed their desire to join Ahmadiyyat. The total
number of attendees was 72 of which 60 were Pan-
African Members from Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, Ivory Coast, Uganda and Somalia.

TA’LIM AND TARBIYAT 
PAAMA held its second National Ta’lim and
Tarbiyat Forum on 21 September 2013 that was by
the grace of Allah, very successful. It was a day event
in which various topics relevant to Ta’lim and
Tarbiyat of the members were handled in the form
of group discussions. Among the topics of
discussion were religious and secular education,
advantages and disadvantages of modern tech-
nology, challenges to Muslims in a western society,
understanding the Nizam of Jama’at Ahmadiyya and
the importance of the Islamic system of purdah. The
event was attended by 70 members across the UK
and chaired by Maulana Yusuf Yawson, Naib Amir
of Ghana who answered questions that were
presented by the various discussion groups. Mr
Nisar Orchard, the Tarbiyat Secretary UK also
attended the forum. 

AFTER JALSA DINNER
The PAAMA after Jalsa dinner is an event which has
been earmarked to celebrate the achievements of the
Jama’at in Africa. At this event, members of PAAMA
receive updates from Amirs of the various African
countries who attended the UK Jalsa about latest

developments in their respective countries. This
dinner has always been attended by Hazrat
Khalifatul Masih. The Africans normally come
dressed in their colourful traditional clothes. 

Last year’s dinner took place on the following
Sunday after the Jalsa. It was attended not only by
delegates from Africa but also delegates and Amirs
from other countries. After Tilawat and English
translation, Mr Rafiq Hayat Sahib Amir of UK,
delivered the opening address and welcomed the
delegates. The introductory address was made by Mr
Issah Wemah, the President of PAAMA who gave a
brief history of PAAMA and informed the delegates
about progress of the  PAAMA and  the challenges
it faced. The Amirs of Mauritius, Gambia, Sierra
Leone, Nigeria and Ghana in turn made their
speeches. Tirana groups from various African
countries sang songs of praise in their local dialects
to welcome Huzur to the dinner and also before he
bid farewell to the delegates. 

ELECTIONS
Under the instructions of Huzur Aqdas (aba),
PAAMA elections were held on 19th April 2014 and
with it began a new era. Huzur Aqdas (aba)
approved Tommy Kallon as the new President. 

Just after a few days of commencing office, Mr
Tommy Kallon has had a general meeting with the
membership of PAAMA where he has set out his
vision for PAAMA. He has put structures in place
to help him achieve his goals. With Huzur’s approval
he has reviewed the organisational structure of
PAAMA replacing the lingual and regional
subcommittees with regional branches each having
a Regional President and Regional Executive. The
National Executive has also been extended to
include two Vice Chairmen. Ta’lim and Tarbiyat are
now two separate departments in addition to newly
created Internal Affairs, External Affair and an Isha’at
departments.The PAAMA Lajna are now
represented by a Head of Lajna and Regional
Representatives. 

FAREWELL RECEPTION
A special farewell event was organised to recognise
the contributions made by the outgoing Chairman,
Mr Issah Wemah and outgoing Vice Chairman, Mr
Bashir Adarabioyo. In attendance was Amir UK
Sahib who presented them with gifts and certificates
and flowers to their respective wives. Addressing the
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Pan African Meeting

gathering, Amir Sahib paid tribute to Mr Issah
Wemah and his former executive congratulating
them on their many accomplishments adding that
the tenure of Issah Wemah Sahib will always be
remembered for the series of Africa at 50 events held
to commemorate the 50th Independence Day

anniversaries of African states. Amir Sahib also
expressed his hope that PAAMA continues to make
strides under the new Presidency of Tommy Kallon
Sahib.


